
At Three Peaks  Primary Academy, we aim to support all children to see themselves as musicians. 

Through our music curriculum, children gain a firm understanding of what music is by listening, 

singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, 

styles, traditions, and musical genres. We are committed to developing a curiosity for the subject, as 

well as an understanding of a range of different genres of music and their different features. 

It is through these features that children come to understand how music can be used to express 

themselves and their emotions. Pupils are encouraged to experiment, through improvisation, 

composition and in using a range of instruments, to find different ways in which to be creative, while 

at the same time finding a way to demonstrate their emotions in a constructive manner and relate to 

others. 

We aim to provide children with the opportunity to confidently progress in their creativity and 

expression along with working with other pupils. 



Aims of the Music Curriculum  

The National Curriculum for music in Key Stage 1 aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music  

In Key Stage 2 the curriculum develops this knowledge and skills further to ensure all pupils:  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluen-
cy, control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music  

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of music.  

 

At Three Peaks Primary Academy, we believe that children should be given the skills to become effective and successful Musicians. We 
aim to build children’s musical skills through the six main areas of musical understanding:  

• • Listen and Appraise  

• • Singing  

• • Playing  

• • Improvisation  

• • Composition  

• • Performance  

 

Our music curriculum ensures that pupils are taught the key musical knowledge and vocabulary and these terms and knowledge are revis-
ited and interwoven throughout units in each group enabling pupils to build upon and embed their understanding through spaced prac-
tice retrieval.  



At Three Peaks  Primary Academy, we use the Charanga Musical School Scheme from Reception to Year 6 which 

provides an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to musical learning. The scheme explores the 

interrelated dimensions of music across each unit to encourage the development of musical skills as the learning 

progresses through listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including creating and exploring) and 

performing.  
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 Music—Implementation  

At Three Peaks Primary Academy, Music is taught across each year group in blocked modules that enable pupils to 

study in depth the key skills, understanding and vocabulary. Each module aims to activate and build on prior 

learning, including EYFS, to ensure better cognition and retention. Each module is carefully sequenced to allow for 

prior learning to be built upon and skills to be practiced and advanced. 

 

Planning  

All modules have a sequenced overview outlining each lesson, with the main learning activity and objective 
to be achieved during that lesson.. Within lesson plans are key vocabulary and questions, to encourage 
discussion and use of the correct artistic terminology. These are used for partner and class discussions. 

 

Knowledge Notes  

Accompanying each block of learning is a knowledge note, which contains key vocabulary, information and 
key facts which pupils can refer to and use throughout their learning module. Key vocabulary is explicitly 
taught at the beginning of the module , and is encouraged to be used by the children throughout the 
module when discussing artwork and skills. The knowledge notes are referred to throughout the block of 
art learning. 

 

Vocabulary  

Vocabulary forms a key part of our wider curriculum. Progression of Music vocabulary allows teachers to 
be aware of what vocabulary has already been introduced and how they build on this already learnt 
vocabulary. Children are encouraged to use the correct art vocabulary when discussing their work, others 
work and music  skills.  

 

 



 Pupil Book Study  

Senior leaders and subject leaders regularly undertake book studies to monitor the effectiveness of teach-
ing and learning. This includes sessions with small groups of pupils using questioning to check and ensure 
information and knowledge is acquired and understood with increasing confidence. Feedback is given to 
teaching staff to inform future planning. 

Impact will be assessed through : 

Ongoing Teacher Assessment 

Teachers assess pupils throughout each session . Pupils who are identified as needing support will be sup-
ported either during post teaching interventions or in the following session as appropriate. Pupils working at 
above expected standard will also be identified and challenged appropriately to extend their learning. Evi-
dence of this support or challenge and necessary feedback will be clear in books. 


